Foundational Truth as the Plumb Line for Education in our Society

Introduction: 5-10 minutes (What or who shaped you as an educator?)
i. What: 
a. Opportunity replaces rejection: The people of God vs. institutions: Identity 
b. My Belief instead of unbelief. -talents to full giftings
c. Declarations of others – leader, teacher, speaker, voice
d. Full circle - redemption
ii. Who: 
a. My Father a teacher
b. Church biblical foundational – plumbline
c. Exposure to master educators
d. Foundation in ECE, ASCI Conventions – nationally known speakers
Teaching: 20 -25 minutes: 
How did CIU prepare you for the ministry God has given you? 
Emphasized the intersect between Biblical truth and education 
In John 1, the Gospel introduces Jesus Christ as the Word made flesh: "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God... And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us..." (John 1:1, 14 ESV). This highlights the significance of Jesus Christ as the embodiment of truth and wisdom.

Hebrews 4:12 further emphasizes the power and authority of the Word of God: "For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart" (ESV). This verse underscores the transformative nature of the Scriptures, capable of penetrating deep into the human heart, revealing truth, and guiding one's actions and beliefs.
When these two passages are considered together, they illustrate the essential role of the Word of God as the plumbline in education. 

CIU taught me that, Biblical truth serves as the guiding principle, shaping the worldview of both educators and learners. By aligning education with the timeless truths of the Bible, it provides a solid foundation for learning, character development, ethical decision-making, and an understanding of life's true purpose.

Shared the philosophies and 21st century ideas that have impacted education in light of the revealed truth of God 
Colossians 2:8 warns against being taken captive by human philosophies and empty deceit, which are according to human tradition and the elemental spirits of the world, rather than according to Christ. In the context of education, this verse highlights the need for discernment and caution when considering various educational philosophies and ideas prevalent in the 21st century. Many of these philosophies may be rooted in secular worldviews, humanistic ideologies, or materialistic perspectives, which could lead students and educators away from the truth of God.

I learned that when educators bring the revealed truth of God into the educational setting, they infuse the learning process with eternal and transformative principles. This includes teaching values such as love, compassion, integrity, and respect for all individuals as created in the image of God. It involves recognizing the inherent worth and dignity of each student, promoting justice and fairness, and fostering an atmosphere of grace and forgiveness.

Additionally, integrating God's revealed truth means teaching from a perspective that recognizes God as the Creator of all knowledge and wisdom. It involves acknowledging that true understanding and wisdom come from the fear of the Lord (Proverbs 9:10) and that Christ is the foundation of all knowledge (Colossians 2:3).

By bringing the revealed truth of God into education, educators can help students develop a well-rounded worldview that integrates faith, reason, and critical thinking. This approach enables students to navigate the complexities of the world while remaining firmly rooted in their Christian identity and values. Moreover, it equips them to engage with contemporary ideas and philosophies with a discerning mind, filtering out what is contrary to the truth of God and embracing what aligns with His Word.

CIU taught the priority of placement of God’s people throughout society assigned to carry the kingdom of God (Matthew 5:14-16) 
Jesus calls His followers the light of the world. This metaphor signifies their role in dispelling darkness, illuminating the truth, and reflecting God's character to those around them. "A city set on a hill cannot be hidden": Just as a city on a hill is visible from afar, the impact of Christian educators should be evident to others. They are not meant to be isolated or hidden but to be a noticeable presence in society. 

With educators strategically placed they are agents of transformation and bearers of God's kingdom. By shining their light through acts of love, compassion, justice, and service, they have the opportunity to influence others for the better and draw them closer to God. Educators can contribute to the transformation and renewal of the world around them, reflecting the values and principles of God's kingdom.

CIU shared that God pursues His people to serve Him - accepting our creation story is an invitation to discover our purpose and intimacy with God (Jeremiah 29:11) 
God pursues His people to serve Him meaning that God takes the initiative to reach out and call His people into a relationship with Himself. Throughout the Bible, we see God actively seeking a relationship with humanity, desiring fellowship and obedience from His creation. God's pursuit is not only for the sake of a one-sided relationship but also to involve His people in His redemptive and transformative work in the world.

Accepting our creation story is an invitation to discover our purpose and intimacy with God: As bearers of God's image, each individual possesses inherent value and a unique purpose in His plan. Accepting this truth invites us to seek intimacy with our Creator, discovering the calling and role He has designed specifically for us through prayer, studying God’s word, and communing with Him in a personal relationship.

How can you, in turn, contribute, through your experience, to the ministry of the listener? 
Influential engagement of the education mountain – God’s truth will rise in any situation
"It shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of the house of the Lord shall be established as the highest of the mountains and shall be lifted up above the hills; and all the nations shall flow to it."

This verse speaks of a future vision where the mountain of the house of the Lord, symbolizing His kingdom and truth, will be exalted above all other mountains, representing the various spheres of human influence, including education. The prophecy indicates that God's truth will ultimately prevail and have a profound impact on all nations and areas of human endeavor.

We are God’s masterpiece, a unique expression of God’s creation to bring to the education mountain
Ephesians 2:10 (ESV) This verse emphasizes the significance of each individual as a masterpiece of God's design, with a specific purpose and role in the world. Embracing the truth of our creation story enables us to bring a unique expression of God's creation into the realm of education. As educators and learners, recognizing the value of every person as God's handiwork should foster an environment of respect, dignity, and appreciation for diversity.

God as the authority, heavenly solution for anything – He has given us His power and a sound mind
2 Timothy 1:7 (ESV) reminds us that God has not given us a spirit of fear but of power, love, and self-control (a sound mind). This verse underscores the authority and sovereignty of God in any situation. As educators, trusting in God's authority equips us to face challenges with confidence, knowing that we can draw upon His power and wisdom. It also encourages us to seek divine solutions for educational issues, trusting that God's ways are higher and more effective than human wisdom alone.

Dare to believe the impossible for education, this will attract others to believe - lean into God’s solutions
Believing in God's power and intervention can lead to groundbreaking and transformative solutions in the field of education. Taking bold steps of faith and leaning into God's wisdom can inspire others to seek Him and experience His miraculous workings.



We don’t react to the work of the enemy, he was slain
Revelation 12:11 (ESV) speaks of overcoming the enemy through the blood of the Lamb (Christ). In the context of education, this means not succumbing to fear or the tactics of the enemy (such as deception, hopelessness, or falsehoods). Instead, we stand firm in Christ's victory and use God's truth to counter falsehoods and promote a God-centered perspective in education.

A renewed sense of awe how good God is as our loving Father, freely receive this and freely give this away
James 1:17 (ESV) reminds us that every good and perfect gift comes from above, from the Father of lights. Recognizing God's goodness and love as our heavenly Father should lead to a grateful and generous heart. We freely receive God's blessings and, in turn, share them with others, including in the realm of education.

Understand the crisis of the soul the rise of spiritism in education
The acceptance of meditation and mindfulness is the enemy’s replica of spiritual. This is the result of 150 years in denigration of the educational system due to evolutionary teaching that promotes the world as accidental and tries to create a superior version of man or self-actualization by man’s hands, a false sense of power. This highlights the impact of secular and humanistic ideologies that denigrate the educational system, leading to a diminished view of humanity's inherent value and potential. Emphasizing God's truth in education can counter such beliefs and restore a proper understanding of human dignity and purpose.

Human intellect, while valuable, has its limitations. By acknowledging God's sovereignty and wisdom, we recognize that there are divine aspects beyond human comprehension. Trusting in God's wisdom can lead to breakthroughs and advancements in education beyond the confines of human intellect.

False sense of power in pursuing peace as a state instead of the presence of a person 
Isaiah 26:3 (ESV) speaks of finding perfect peace in trusting in the Lord. In education, pursuing mere worldly peace and harmony without acknowledging God's presence can lead to superficial solutions. Recognizing God's presence and seeking His guidance can lead to true transformation and lasting peace in educational settings.

To partner with God in education and move children heavenward towards encounters with Christ, we can implement the following steps
1. Receive that you are God's masterpiece, and the world is hungering for your contribution, their curiosity of your faith is an open door 
Psalm 139:14 (ESV) says:
"I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works; my soul knows it very well. "Encouraging children to understand their inherent value and uniqueness as God's masterpieces helps build their self-esteem and confidence. Recognizing their worth as God's creation opens the door for them to explore their God-given gifts and talents, fostering a sense of purpose and direction in life. As educators, we can help children discover and embrace their identity in Christ, nurturing their curiosity and encouraging them to use their abilities for His glory.

2. Take care of what matters most - His masterpieces, providing a hope-filled future for them, through partnering with God to innovate with His heart in mind 
Proverbs 22:6 (ESV) says:
"Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it."
Partnering with God in education involves investing in the spiritual, emotional, and intellectual growth of children. As educators, we have a responsibility to guide children in the ways of the Lord. By creating an environment that nurtures faith, values, and a love for God's Word, we help lay a foundation that can lead them towards encounters with Christ throughout their lives. Emphasizing character development, compassion, and empathy equips children to impact the world positively and contribute to a hope-filled future.

3. Go and be the light, believing you are fearfully and wonderfully made. This is the cry of humanity and the treasure of our loving Father 
Matthew 5:14-16 (ESV) says:
"You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven."

As educators and role models, we are called to be examples of Christ's love and truth. Demonstrating genuine care, kindness, and integrity in our actions can inspire children to follow suit and become lights in their own communities. Encouraging them to believe in their worth as fearfully and wonderfully made beings empowers them to make a positive impact on others, reflecting the love and treasure of their Heavenly Father.

4. Run together, we cannot stay alone in our own giftings, how am I connected? Run together like Navy Seals, do the unthinkable:
The Bible emphasizes the importance of unity and working together as the body of Christ. Just as Navy Seals operate as a highly cohesive team, we, too, can achieve more when we collaborate and support each other's giftings and callings in education. As educators, parents, and church communities, we can create a strong support system for children, encouraging them to explore their gifts while learning from and supporting one another.

5. Equipping the children – the next move of God will be from believers in education that can break the spirit of deception
In a world filled with various ideologies and deceptive influences, equipping children with God's truth and discernment is crucial. As educators, we can engage children with the Scriptures and teach them to critically evaluate information and ideas in light of God's Word. Helping children develop a deep understanding of God's truth equips them to discern deception and align their lives with His divine wisdom. This way, they can be prepared to lead and participate in the next move of God, impacting the educational landscape and the broader society for the kingdom of God.

Q & A: 5-10 minutes 
